Muscarinic receptors of rat lymphocytes--differences in young and old animals.
Muscarinic receptors were studied on lymphocytes from young and old Wistar rats. Binding studies were performed by the use of [3H]-QNB, a specific muscarinic antagonist. Some differences between these two groups were observed. Maximal binding of [3H]-QNB and half time of the maximal binding is lower for lymphocytes of old rats [3H]-QNB receptor complexes could not be found in the supernatants derived from lymphocytes of old animals. Higher ability to loose or hide the muscarinic receptors was also observed in this group of rats. All these observations could reflect a more effective degradation, as well as a lower level of muscarinic receptors exposed on lymphocytes from old animals.